
UNIT 5:    The French Revloution and The Age of Napoleon 
Chapters 9 and 10 

 
 
Section A: Background to the French Revolution 
 
 Reading    Text:  Chapter 9, Pages 349-355 
       Travels in France:  Signs of Revolution-  Young 
       The Coming of the French Revolution-  Lefebvre 
       The Anatomy of Revolution:  Tentative Uniformities- Brinton 
       The Age of Democratic Revolution-  Palmer 
 
 Topics    The Old Regime:  The Three Estates 
       The Agrarian System of the Old Regime 
       Political Culture and Public Opinion After 1770 
 
 
Section B: The Revolution and the Reorganization of France 
  
 Reading    Text:  Chapter 9, Pages 355-370 
       What is the Third Estate?-  Sieyes 
       The Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen 
       Loaves and Liberty:  Women in the French Revolution-  Graham 
 
 Topics    The Financial Crisis 
       From Estates General to National Assembly 
       The Lower Classes in Action 
       The Initial Reforms of the National Assembly 
       Constitutional Changes 
       Economic and Cultural Policies 
       The Quarrel with the Church 
 
 
Section C: The Revolution and Europe:  The War and the “Second” Revolution 
 
 Reading     Text:  Chapter 9, Pages 370-374 
 
 Topics    The International Impact of the Revolution 
       The Coming of War, April 1792 
       The “Second” Revolution:  August 10, 1792 
 
 
Section D: The Emergency Republic,  1792-1795:  The Terror 
 
 Reading    Text:  Chapter 9, Pages 374-383  

     Speech to the National Convention- Feb. 5, 1794:  The Terror Justified-      
              Robespierre 

 
 Topics    The National Convention 
       Background to the Terror 
       The Program of the Convention,  1793-1794:  The Terror 
       The Thermidorian Reaction 
 



 
     Section E: The Constitutional Republic:  The Directory, 1795-1799 

 
 Reading    Text:  Chapter 9, Pages 383-388 
 
 Topics    The Weakness of the Directory 
       The Political Crisis of 1797 
       The Coup d’ Etat of 1799:  Bonaparte 
 
 
Section F: The Authoritarian Republic:  The Consulate, 1799-1804 
 
 Reading    Text:  Chapter 9, Pages 389-394 
 
 Topics    Bonaparte as First Consul 
       The Settlement with the Church;  Other Reforms 
 
 
Section G: The Formation of the French Imperial System 
 
 Reading    Text:  Chapter 10, Pages 395-404 
 
 Topics    The Dissolution of the First and Second Coalitions,  1792-1802 
       Peace Interim,  1802-1803 
       Formation of the Third Coalition in 1805 
          The Third Coalition,  1805-1807:  The Peace of Tilsit 
       The Continental System and the War in Spain 
       The Austrian War of Liberation,  1809 
       Napoleon at his Peak,  1809-1811 
 
 
Section H: The Grand Empire:  The Spread of the Revolution 
 
 Reading    Text:  Chapter 10, Pages 404-409 
 
       Europe and the French Imperium:  Napoleon as Enlightened Despot-  Bruun 
       Dictatorship-  Its History and Theory:  Napoleon as Dictator-  Cobban 
       Napoleon as Preserver of the Revolution-  Rude 
 
 Topics    The Organization of the Napoleonic Empire 
       Napoleon and the Spread of the Revolution 
 
 
 

       Section I: The Continental System:  Britain and Europe 
 
 Reading    Text:  Chapter 10, Pages 409-414 
 
 Topics    British Blockade and Napoleon’s Continental System 
       The Failure of the Continental System 
 
 
 



 
Section J:  The National Movements:  Germany 
 
 Reading    Text:  Chapter 10, Pages 414-421 
 
 Topics    The Resistance to Napoleon:  Nationalism 
       The Movement of Thought in Napoleonic Germany 
       Reforms in Prussia 
 
 
Section K: The Overthrow of Napoleon:  The Congress of Vienna 
 
 Reading    Text:  Chapter 10, Pages 414-431 
 
 Topics    The Russian Campaign and the War of Liberation 
       The Restoration of the Bourbons 
       The Settlement Before the Vienna Congress 
       The Congress of Vienna,  1814-1815 
       The Polish-Saxon Question 
       The Hundred Days and Their Aftermath 
 
 
 

 


