
UNIT 2: The Development of Modern Nation-States: 
Economic Revival, Wars of Religion, European Leadership 

Chapters 3 and 4 
 
 

Section A:   The Opening of the Atlantic 
 
 Reading Text:  Chapter 3, Pages 99-106 
 
   Letter to Sanchez, 1493-  Columbus 
   The Expansion of Europe-  Reed 
 
 Topics The Portuguese in the East 
   The Discovery of America  
   The Spanish Empire in America 
 
 
Section B:   The Commercial Revolution 
  
 Reading Text:  Chapter 3, Pages106-114 
 
   Austria Over All If She Only Will:  Mercantilism-  Von Hornick 
 
 Topics Changes in Commerce and Production 
   Capital and Labor 
   Mercantilism 
 
 
Section C: Changing Social Structures 
 
 Reading Text:  Chapter 3, Pages 114-120 
 
   Centuries of Childhood- Aries 
   Parents and Children in History-  Hunt 
 
 Topics Social Classes 
   Social Roles of Education and Government 
   Eastern and Western Europe 
 
 
Section D: The Wars of Catholic Spain:  The Netherlands and England 
 
 Reading Text:  Chapter 3, Pages 121-130 
 
 Topics The Ambitions of Philip II 
   The Revolt of the Netherlands 
   The Involvement of England 
   The Results of the Struggle 
 
 
 
 
 



Section E:   The Disintegration and Reconstruction of France 
 
 Reading Text:  Chapter 3, Pages 130-135 
 
   Civil War in France-  Busbecq 
   Political Will and Testament-  Richelieu 
 
 Topics Political and Religious Disunity 
   The Civil and Religious Wars 
   The End of the Wars:  Reconstruction Under Henry IV 
   Cardinal Richelieu 
 
 
Section F: The Thirty Years’ War: 1618-1648:  The Disintegration of Germany 
 
 Reading  Text:  Chapter 3, Pages 135-143 
 
   A Political Interpretation of the Thirty Years’ War-  Holborn 
   A Religious Interpretation of the Thirty Years’ War-  Friedrich 
   The Thirty Years’ War:  A Critical Re-Evaluation-  Steinberg 
 
 Topics Background of the Thirty Years’ War 
   The Four Phases of the War 
   The Peace of Westphalia, 1648 
 
 
Section G: The Grand Monarque and the Balance of Power 
 
 Reading Text:  Chapter 4, Pages 145-148 
 
   The Emergence of Great Powers-  Wolf 
 
 Topics The Idea of the Balance of Power 
 
 
 
Section H: Britain:  The Civil War 
 
 Reading Text:  Chapter 4, Pages 155-162 
 
   The Powers of the Monarch in England-  James I 
   The Powers of Parliament in England-  The House of Commons 
   The English Civil War-  Ashely 
 
 Topics England in the Seventeenth Century 
   Background to the Civil War:  Parliament and the Stuart Kings 
   The Emergence of Cromwell 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Section I:  Britain:  The Triumph of Parliament 
 
 Reading Text:  Chapter 4, Pages 162-169 
 
   The English Revolution  1688-1689-  Trevelyn 
 
 Topics The Restoration  1660-1688:  The Later Stuarts 
   The Revolution of 1688 
 
 
Section J:  The France of Louis XIV, 1643-1715:  The Triumph of Absolutism 
 
 Reading Text:  Chapter 4, Pages 169-181 
 
   Memoirs:  The Aristocracy Undermined in France-  Saint Simon 
 
 Topics French Civilization in the Seventeenth Century 
   The Development of Absolutism in France 
   Government and Administration 
   Economic and Financial Policies:  Colbert 
   Religion:  The Revocation of the Edict of Nantes, 1685 
 
 
Section K: The Wars of Louis XIV:  The Peace of Utrecht, 1713 
 
 Reading Text:  Chapter 4, Pages 181-188 
 
 Topics Before 1700 
   The War of Spanish Succession 
   The Peace of Utrecht 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 

 


