
UNIT 16:  A World Transformed 
The International Revolt Against Communism and The Changing World 

Chapters 26 and 27 
 
 

Section A: The Crisis in the Soviet Union  
 
 Reading Text:  Chapter 26, Pages 1033 - 1038 
 
 Key  Perestroika 
 Topics  Glasnost 
   Gorbachev and the West 
   End of the Cold War 
 
 
Section B: The Collapse of Communism in Central and Eastern Europe  
  
 Reading Text:  Chapter 26, Pages 1039 - 1046 
 
 Key  Poland:  The Solidarity Movement 
 Topics  Hungary:  Reform into Revolution 
   The German Democratic Republic:  Revolution and Reunification 
   Czechoslovakia:  “89 is 68 Upside Down” 
   Bulgaria’s Palace Revolution, Bloodshed in Romania 
   The Revolutions of 1989 in Central and Eastern Europe 
 
 
Section C: The Collapse of the Soviet Union  
 
 Reading Text:  Chapter 26, Pages 1046 - 1050 
 
 Key   The “Creeping Coup d’Etat 
 Topics  The Failed August Coup 
   Yeltsin Dissolves the Regime 
 
 
Section D: After Communism  
 
 Reading Text:  Chapter 26, Pages 1050 - 1064 
 
 Key  Russia after 1991 
 Topics  The Resurgence of Nationalism:  The Breakup of Yugoslavia 
   Central and Eastern Europe after 1989 
 
 
 
Section E: Western Europe After the Cold War  
 
 Reading Text:  Chapter 27, Pages 1065 – 1069 
 
 Key   Economic and Political Uncertainties in the New International Context 
 Topics  Western Europe: Political Crises and Discontents 
   Europe’s Immigrants and Refugees 



 
 
Section F: Nation States and Economies in the Age of Globalization  
 
 Reading Text:  Chapter 27, Pages 1069 – 1079 
 
 Key  Economic Recovery and a “Third Way” in Politics 
 Topics  Japan in the 1990s 
   The European Union: Widening and Deepening 
   The New Economy: The 1990s and Beyond 
 
 
Section G: Intellectual and Social Transitions in Modern Cultures  
 
 Reading Text:  Chapter 27, Pages1079 - 1099 
 
 Key  The Advance of Science and Technology 
 Topics  Nuclear Physics 
   Social Implications of Science and Technology 
   Space Exploration 
   Philosophy:  Existentialism in the Postwar Years 
   Philosophy:  Logic and Language; Literary Criticism; History 
   The Creative Arts 
   Religion in the Modern World 
   Activism:  The Youth Rebellion of the 1960s 
   The Women’s Liberation Movement  
 
 
Section H: International Conflict in the Twenty-First Century  
 
 Reading Text:  Chapter 27, Pages 1099 - 1110 
 
 Key  Religious Divisions 
 Topics  Recognizing Global Diversity 
   The United Nations 
   Defining Human Rights 
   US Leadership in International Affairs 
   NATO, Russia, and the New International Corporation 
   Terrorism and War after September 11, 2001 
 
 
Section I: Social Challenges in the Twenty – First Century  
 
 Reading Text:  Chapter 27, Pages 1110 – 1114 
 
 Key  Population Explosion 
 Topics  The Environment 
    
 
 
 
 
 


